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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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SAC Sackett called from New Orleans and gave the 
following information concerning James Albert fNoe to Mr, 




Rosen. 



1 




James Albert Noe was born at West Point, Kentucky 
on December 21, 1893. Here he received a very limited 
education in the country schools. When he wa3 about 20 
^ years of age he moved to Louisville, Kentucky where he be- 
i N came interested in the development of oil and natural gas. 
K ^ Thereafter he went to the Middle West where he made and 
' lost money in the oil and gas business as it fluctuated. 
s ' He enlisted in U. S. Army during the World War and served 
over seas. He was promoted through the grades to the posi- 
^■\tionypf lieutenant in the 369th Infantry. He married Anna 
r Gray%Sweeney f a school teacher, who was a member of a very 
C) ^old Louisiana family, on May 7, 1922. He has at the present 
jtime two children, both boys, ages 16 and 11 years. He came 
to Monroe, Louisiana in 1923 to make his home there and con- 
^tinued in the oil and natural gas business. He operated in 
^Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas and was very successful. 
Shortly after coming to Monroe he met the late Senator Huey 
\".P. Long and became very friendly with him as years passed. 
He was one of Long's most vigorous supporters. 



CV Noe was indicted April 8, 1925 in the Federal Court 

y^at Monroe, Louisiana on eight counts for violation of Sect- 
ion 215, U. S. Penal Code, on charges of having used the 
mails to defraud in connection with the sale of spumous oil 
stocks, apparently. He was indicted with one Y. E./\Hildreth. 
On April 7, 1926 Hildreth pled guilty- and was fined $500.00. 
Noe stood trial and was acquitted by a jury on April 17, 1926. 



Hoe first sought political office in 1932 when 
elected to the State Senate 
came even more 



in every way he could. 



he was 

state senate in Louisiana. 'i^qereafter tie be- 
closely associated with HueyM^ong r -heJ^JLag.^ 
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Mr, Sackett stated that during the famous radio 
investigation of the New Orleans city administration in 1934 
at which time Huey Long aired the difficulties in New Orleans, 
Noe acted as Presiding Officer and faithfully carried out 
Long's orders. In 1934 Noe was appointed President pro tern 
ofjthe State Senate and in 1935 when Lieutenant Governor John 
B,]i^ornet was elected to the State Supreme Court Noe was 
advanced to the Lieutenant Governorship, 

1 On March 22, 1932 the U, S, Internal Revenue Service 

\ filed a tax lien against Noe for $1,684,94, due to underpayment 
\of 1928 income taxes. This lien was later dismissed. 

During the latter part of 1935 Noe indicated a desire 
to run for the Governorship but withdrew in favor of Richard W, 
jf-Zeche who was nominated and, in fact, elected in the latter 
part of 1935, LecKe was to take office on May 12, 1936, About 
this time Governor Oscar XellyfiAllen was nominated U. S, Senator 
of Louisiana on January 21, 1936. Governor Allen, however, died 
on January 28, 1936 and Noe was sworn in as Governor the same 
day. He acted as Governor until Leche took off ice on May 12, 
1936, Since this date Noe has served as Senator of Louisiana 
from the Ouachita- Jacks on-Parrish District, He has continued 
to live in Monroe with his family and also engages in the oil 
and gas bus iness , He is reputed to be very wealthy at the 
present time. At the time he was friendly with Huey Long he 
secured some state oil lease lands and it was from these lands 
that he originally obtained his money, Noe broke with Leche 
and Leche 's administration during the second legislature after 
Leche was elected Governor which was in the latter part of 
1936, Since this time Noe has been a very bitter foe of the 
Leche administration, .-'.\ ' 

Noe announced his candidacy for the Governorship 
eight months ago and has since been trying to secure the 
support of the public by criticizing the Leche administration. 
He is alleged to have obtained a great deal of evidence against 
Leche and his administration. 
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'According to Mr, Sackett, Mr. CharlesJ^utter, head 
of the Associated Press in New Orleans, has advHsed him. that 
Noe is presently in Washington telling everything he knows to 
the Attorney G-eneral in an effort to have an investigation of 
Leche made. Mr. Sackett sto-ted that you and the Attorney 
General had met Mr. Nutter when you were in New Orleans. 

Noe at one time during Long's regime was Chairman 
of the Board of Supervisors at Louisiana State University. Noe 
is a Presbyterian by faith. Noe is very well liked in the 
northern part of Louisiana particularly, because in the minds 
of the people he has been a very loyal friend to Euey Long. 

Mr. Sacket-C stated the above information was secured 
by going through newspaper morgues; from personal memory; and 
other sources. 

Mx, Sackett stated that he has a very good friend, ■ 
a Mr. ClarkK Salmon, who is Managing __Edi tor of the Item-Tribune, 
which paper favors the present admTni strati on. Mr. Sackett 
said that Mr. Salmon would have a great deal of information of 
the "off-the-record" activities of Noe and that Salmon would 
be glad to furnish this information. Mr. Salmon can be trusted 
according to Mr. Sackett. Mr. Sackett stated you met Mr. Sal" 
mon when you were in New Orleans. 

Mr. Sackett inquired as to whether it was desired for 
him to contact Mr. Salmon and secure additional information in 
regard to Noe. Mr. Bosen told Mr. Sackett that he would be 
notified in the event it was desired that he contact Mr. Salmon. 



le&eral 9 urgku off Investigation 
VniUb States $?partm*ni of fttuftr* 

New Orleans, La* 
JulyS, 1939, 



Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 




Re: LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS; 
INFORMATION CONCERNING. 



Dear Sir: 




I em transmitting herewith the Bureau* s copies of the 
report of Special Agent C. W, DUNKER, New Orleans, dated 
July 8, 1939, setting out details of interviews conducted 
with State Senator JJIMES AV^JOE, State Treasurer A. P. lk TUO-- 
WELL, end other individuals concerning the general situation 
in the State of Louisiana, and also giving the details of 
the 5# salary contributions made by State employees ttf the 
Louisiana State Political Party, 

These interviews and information concerning the 5j6 
salary contributions were made pursuant to the request of U« 
S. Attorney RENE A* 710SCA at New Orleans, with the approval 
of the Director, and it is, therefore, respectfully requested 
that you authorize me to furnish MR. VTOSCA with one copy of 
the report mentioned* 



Very truly yours, 




BES:V!H 
62-978 

AIRMAIL-SPECIAL DELI 



B. E. Sacfcett, 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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tion was conducted by Special agents 




was 



The following 1 
R. L. SHIVERS and C. W. 

Ca June 30 $ 1939 » etwees 11*00 aJU and 18*1© p.m., JAM® 
A* NOE, State Senator from Monroe, Louisiana, was interviewed in Root 
730, St* Charles Hotel. Pursuant to instruct ions from Special Agent 
In Charge B. 2. SAOKBIf » , UK was requested oome to |he,|fe^ Ctleans. 
; tftvision Off ioei aowere>,;H0E advice*; W*t if^R* ^•'^^W;^ejfc« 

■ ^ ; -honest and was going to derate his 
,/.l'.'|wu»ia«A polities. . He farther edvlsed that hr weir foUow**;^ 
r and if it was found out lie cams to the Hew Orleans IDlTieio^-pffios/.M*-),'-.^ 
St would result la unfavorable puWieltyi that ^* weeii, MMff*$; ' 
cancel all appointments la event Mr* SACKKff wished te talk to him f*;V^fT"^t 
the hotel. ^ .. ; K ;. v .,. v ,, r :v s ..^,. ; 

In this connection, NOB advised that he received two anonynouii ; } 
telephone calls which had threatened fcim to "lay off.*, NOE Jnq.uired a* £ 
to the reason for interviewing aim, and he was advised that agents had ,? "' , ;V 
been instructed to interview him for the purpose of obtaining information.,,- 
/which might Indicate a violation in which the Tilted States is or might ""' 
be a party in interest- involving a violation ef the law over which ths ' ... • 
Bureau had inveatigative jurisdiction. ' At this time NOE was requested - 
to keep the interview in confidence. NOE did not indicate that he would o 
keep the interview in confidence, and advised he had previously promised 
DREW PEARSON of the Washington Kerry-Go-Round and McCORMICK of the Chicago 
Tribune that he would give thea all the information he received, and which 
they would publicize throughout the country, as he believed these men were 
honest and would assist him in this fight. 

NOE advised that with reference to the 5Jt kickback, usually 40$ 
government funds are used in the project and about 60$ State funds, which 
go together in the general fund of the Highway Department; that a certain 
portion is paid to the contractor, and a certain portion is paid to the 
supervisors, which would result in their getting 40$6 government money, 
and the supervisors in turn are required to kick back 5jf of their salaries 
to the heads of the departments, &s well as the people working for the 
contractors; that this 5£ # after being collected from the heads of the 
departments, is reported to be turned over to ROBERT MAESTRI, and is re- 
ported to amount to over a million dollars a year. NOE advised that 
CHESTER MARTIN probably oould give more detailed information relative 
to the kickbaok. 

NOE advised that with reference fo the bridge at Baton Rouge, 
he had received information that part Federal money went iat© the project, 
and that the employees were required to kick hack S%; that in this project 
the employees are paid out of mingled Federal and State funds. He advised 
that one of the engineers on the. project, whose name NOE would not mention, 
claimed that the politicians were stealing #800,000 on the project, but 
NOE would not explain how thi/ was being taken. 
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NOS advised that 1 'f^fof c^pm^iit was purchased for the 
Louisiana polytechnic Institute at Huston, Louisiana by Stata and 
Federal money, and It was arranged whereby the Standard Off lea It 
Supply Company, Monroe, Louisiana, would make a bid of between 
#60,000 and #70,000 dollars on the furniture, which bid they did 

revive* M^^^^^^^^^^^m^m, 

delivered not being up to' spec! 

the and Governor fffisfr^ed #£fcfeool to a.6coi| 1 ,^b» 

fixtureeV U adrlsed *bat abou^S^^ ^•^^•%o'^1tt 
nade on this deali that KlIPjffRfCi: of tli* 

Company, using ABKRNAlHy'S Influence;' s^iro^oa *f«^t^and 
ture8 to sohools and conr* Kousos ail o^jr t^>Sta' 



'V. •:: 



NOS advised that be na* already supplied the 




Genv 



oral with copies of aff idavlta relative" ~td' tr*egularltf«» tn 'the 1P1 
and understood that tas'Bi»re«' ; #s^r^ Im^* 
was getting three additional aff Idarlts 'ftNasi »en wnb put %rUTcs la » 
. house of RICHARD LECBS and marked tae<*ri«|»3to'th^^ 
for future Identification; and 3hat tlP'Ifeks WKJRm brwks./ 
NOS adrlsed that the Maxwell Supply Company of Huston, 'Texas sold * 
certain kind of mud which was used in 'oil wells' and Was absolutely >H 
necessary to drilling; that all the oil companies In Louisiana are 
forced to buy mud from this company, and that Governor LSCHS was head 
of this company. 




NOE advised that KARL K. LONG has purchased a great deal of 
property In New Orleans and in Wlnnfleld, Louisiana, and has large 
herds of cattle; that LONG has sold thousands of dollars worth of "~ 
cattle to the State institutions* NOS adrlsed he is presently check- 
ing LONG'S property holdings. '■••:',£ T ^ s? 

Be advised that STaNLSZ^EHRMAN and WMF2<Xtegm>tDS hare 
separate contracting companies; that they sell earnest «o WBa and Ffk and 
are the only companies that are permitted io bid on this material; that 
they will alternate In their bidding, one bidding high and one bidding 
low; that REYNOLDS fictitiously has his company at Birmingham, Alabama, 
so it will look better. He advised that no other companies are permit* 
ted In any way to interfere with the operation of these two companies 
In their bidding on projects as aforestated. He adrlsed that WILLIAM 
J«\HAYS, another contractor , bid on a job la Hew Orleans and obtained 
the job; that he was the lowest bidder, but that MAESTRI closed down 
this project; that they went out and found how much profit HATS would 
sake on the job and paid E4Y5 #6,000, ^ersupoa EMS quit the job and 
one of the other companies took it over; that HAYS Is now in Califor- 
nia and Is afraid to talk, but that his wife would "talk her bead off.* 



NOE advised that hajreceived information from a person whose 
name he would not mention buff who was present at the time IECHE resigned, 
that ROBERT \MAESTRI. and EARL K. LONG told LECHE he would have to resign 

M 



but that IECHB did not want to do so as he was trying to sake a come- 
back by exposing SMITH; that D5CHS did net want to quit and cried like 
a bab y when ho was forced to, HOE further advised that he presently 




ant 




has a man working for him who is right 
adrised ft everything ^^jM^ffcT' 
' name* - . ^ 

With reference to fote fjr 
of fiiaJBmond, tbuisiana had afflldat it 
the last election "{this has already 



BOX stated that in making his Investigation ha^'tried Wj&M 
protect Dr. mm as he felt that fir. aM'iaa-^M'-rlgiSrS'a^ l/beS^^i 
lieved that Dr. mim became dishonest be«aoee he saw everyone else I* 
taking graft and decided he would take some himself, ^adrised inef 
the set-up in the state was that KARL IV Ittfc, BIOEMUXd W./1BCSI and - 
ROBERT MAESTRI were the ring leaders, wa^le Jfe jr. 7 CUE* 6Effl*- 

SHIRDSY WlMBSau, GEORGE ^UIKXLL and T* If "HHftD ' are #&lS£a in 
political graft. UCB appeared eok^ratlTei.siil'ika nndou^elty^has soa? 
pertinent information relative to a general d&eok-up of the State graft 
and additional affidavits of various irregularities* Be indicated that 
he was not convinced that Washington would carry through any investiga- 
tion started, due to the faot that previously some indictments tad been 
returned against prominent people but were dismissed. 

NOS advisaa.off the record, that he understood the half -wit 
brother of Dr. oMITH had caused a niece of. this brother, who is about 
13 years of age, to became pregnant and married her; that a Caesarian 
operation was finally necessary, which was paid for by Dr. SMITH* 



m».i*-f|i. 
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